
Destroyed Vehicle Information

Helpful information If:
• Your vehicle is damaged to the extent that it has been declared a total loss, and
• The vehicle’s registered or legal owner, insurance company, or another person acting on behalf of the 

owner has determined it would not be economical to repair

Reporting
If your vehicle is destroyed or declared a total loss, either you or your insurance company must notify the 
Department of Licensing (DOL).
• Registered or legal owner – send the title within 15 days of the vehicle’s destruction.
• Insurance company – send the title within 15 days of settlement of the claim.

Write “Destroyed” and the date it was destroyed across the face of the title and send to:
Wreckers
Department of Licensing
PO Box 9038
Olympia, WA 98502

Owner options
1. Keep the vehicle
 Take the vehicle registration, Notice of Cancellation letter, and applicable fees to a vehicle licensing office 

to apply for a title.

2. Sell the vehicle
 Seller
 1. Give the buyer

• The Notice of Cancellation letter
• This insert
• A notarized bill of sale
• An Odometer Disclosure Statement (if the vehicle is less than ten years old). This statement must be 

printed by a vehicle licensing office.
2. Submit a seller Report of Sale to the Department of Licensing within five days from the date of sale. 

This can be done at any vehicle licensing office or online at www.dol.wa.gov under “Report your vehicle 
sold.”

 Buyer
1. You must have the vehicle inspected by the Washington State Patrol (WSP) before it can be titled or licensed.

• For the inspection you must present all original receipts for the parts used to repair the vehicle.
• “Bills of sale” for parts must be in the name of the person presenting the documents and vehicle for 

the inspection. Internet bid receipts (e-bay, etc.) will not be accepted.
2. After the inspection is completed take the following into a vehicle licensing office to apply for a title.

• WSP inspection documents
• Vehicle registration
• The Notice of Cancellation letter 
• Applicable fees

3. Sell the parts
 Provide the buyer of the parts a notarized bill of sale for each part sold. The bill of sale must include:

• A description of the part(s) purchased
• The vehicle identification number (VIN)
• The name of the last registered owner of record

When you sell the remainder of the vehicle, the notarized bill of sale must include the vehicle description 
(make, model, year, etc) and the vehicle identification number (VIN).
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