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Report Overview

House Bill (HB) 1301, enacted during the 2023 legislative session, directed the Department
of Licensing (DOL) to establish a process for reviewing 10 percent of the agency’s
regulated professions each year and report to the Legislature. Key considerations for this
report are listed below. The report should also include a DOL recommendation on whether
professional licenses should continue to be regulated in their current state or if they
should be modified or discontinued.

The DOL review must include:

e The statutory authorization and purpose behind each professional license.
e The number of licenses issued, denied, revoked, or had penalties assessed.
e Details of each professional licensing board.

e How DOL regulates the profession compared to other states.

e The education and training required to obtain a professional license.

e Ifthe license should be discontinued, modified, or continued without changes.

Executive Summary

The Professional License Review Act 2025 report includes three sub reports for review:
1. Geologists Professional License Review 2025
2. Auctioneers Professional License Review 2025
3. Body Art, Tattoo and Body Piercing Professional License Review 2025
Each of these sub reports provides the following examination of professional licensure:
e Licensing program
e Regulatory purpose and legislative history
e Program budget
e Regulatory review and analysis
e State comparisons
e Listening session feedback

e Policy recommendations
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The DOL BPD Funding Overview

The DOL BPD funding is provided with its statutory authority under RCW 43.24.086, Fee
policy for professions, occupations, and businesses—Determination by rule’.

This RCW states that funding be self-determining, meaning that all fees collected must be
“fully borne by the members of that profession”. This provides DOL with the authority to
determine and establish all application fees, license fees, registration fees, examination
fees, permit fees, renewal fees, and other fee associated with licensing to “defray the
costs of administering that program”.

At the beginning of the biennium, DOL provides a revenue projection for the coming
biennium and the projected costs to be incurred by the program in the biennium. Based on
these projected costs, a certain amount is allotted to the program.

e This allotment cannot exceed the projected biennial revenue.
e The Expenditure column represents the actual costs incurred by the program.
e The revenue column represents actual revenue collections for the fiscal year.

The profession is grouped by year separately, with the biennium highlighted to show each
revenue projection.
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Geologists

Geology is defined in RCW 18.220.010 as:

“...the science that includes: Treatment of the earth and its origin and
history, in general; the investigation of the earth's constituent rocks,
minerals, solids, fluids, including surface and underground waters, gases,
and other materials; and the study of the natural agents, forces, and
processes that cause changes in the earth.”

There are also two specialty geologist licenses defined in the same chapter. Hydrogeology
is defined as:

“...a science that involves the study of the waters of the earth, including the
study of the occurrence, circulation, distribution, chemistry, remediation, or
quality of water or its role as a natural agent that causes changes in the
earth, and the investigation and collection of data concerning waters in the
atmosphere or on the surface or in the interior of the earth, including data
regarding the interaction of water with other gases, solids, or fluids.”

Engineering geology is defined as:

“...a specialty of geology affecting the planning, design, operation, and
maintenance of engineering works and other human activities where
geological factors and conditions impact the public welfare or the
safeguarding of life, health, property, and the environment.”

Board Composition and Oversight

The Board of Licensure for Geologists was created in 2000 and is composed of seven
members, six of whom are appointed by the director. Five board members must have at
least ten years of practical geology experience prior to their appointment. Two board
members shall carry specialty geologist licenses. The seventh board member must be a
member of the public who has never been licensed as a geologist and does not have a
vested interest in the field. The supervisor of geology of the department of natural
resources is a de facto member of the board. Board members serve four-year terms (RCW
18.220.030):

The board’s duties include:

e To adopt, amend, and rescind rules;
e To establish the minimum qualifications for applicants for licensure;

e To approve the method of administration, timing, and location for examinations;
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e To adopt standards of professional conduct and practice; and
e To designate specialties of geology to be licensed.
Over the past five years, the board has met four times per year.

e 2024:4

e 2023:4

o 2022:4

e 2021:4

e 2020:4

Table 1. Geologist five-year licensing breakdown by calendar year, 2020 — 2024.

2024 2132 0 1 0
2023 2233 0 0 0
2022 2212 0 0 0
2021 2226 0 0 0
2020 2036 0 0 0

No licenses were revoked or penalized during this time. One license was denied. All
complaints are processed and responded to, whether they meet DOL’s jurisdiction
requirements. One license was denied licensure in 2024 for education requirements not
met.

Table 2. Geologist program budget by fiscal year (FY), 2020 — 2024.

FY 2024 $306,261 $412,080
FY 2023 $221,755 $388,067
FY 2022 $329,125 $315,906
FY 2021 $308,493 $343,377
FY 2020 $501,685 $283,719

Geologists regulatory review and analysis

Regulatory purpose and legislative history

Licensing for geologists in Washington began in 2000 with the passage of Senate Bill (SB)
6455. The purpose of enacting the legislation was to protect public health, safety, and
welfare by ensuring that only qualified professionals practice geology in the state.
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The law required professional geologists operating in Washington to obtain a license from
the Department of Licensing. It also created the Geologist Licensing Board to oversee
licensure and regulate the profession.

In 2002, House Bill (HB) 2512 was passed, which clarified and amended aspects of the

Board’s authority. Further legislative changes occurred in 2007 with the passage of HB

1574, which updated professional regulations and disciplinary provisions related to the
practice of geology in Washington.

Geologists’ Statutory Authority
e Geologists, Chapter 18.220 RCW

e Geologists licensing services, Chapter 308-15 WAC

Table 3. 2025 Washington State geologist fees.

Geologist license $135
Specialty license $135 each
Geologist license — reciprocity $270
Specialty license —reciprocity $203 each
Geologist license renewal $135
Geologist license late renewal $270
Specialty license renewal $115 each
Specialty license late renewal $230

The geologist license is renewed on a one-year cycle. As with most DOL professional
licenses, Washington offers reciprocity for those who are licensed in other states as a
geologist to continue to practice with their current license until it expires.

Table 4. 2025 Washington State geologist examination fees.

Fundamentals of geology $200
Practice of geology $250
Specialty exams $405 each
Re-exam administration fee $88
Schedule exam late fee $25
Manual regrade $50
Regrade administration fee $15

In 2022, DOL BPD increased all Geologist licensing and examination fees by 35% to help
cover the costs of administering the program.
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Geologist License
Beyond the license application and fees, the requirements for becoming a licensed

geologist in Washington State can be summarized by the following:

e Education: Hold a bachelor’s or higher degree in geology or a related field from an
accredited institution.

e Experience: Complete at least five years of relevant professional geological work
under the supervision of a licensed geologist or equivalent.

e Examinations: Pass the Fundamentals of Geology Exam and the Practice of
Geology Exam.

Reciprocity is available for states or jurisdictions approved by the Board.
Specialty License

Beyond the license application and fees, the requirements for acquiring a specialty
geologist license in Washington State can be summarized by the following:

e Current geologist license: Hold an active Washington State geologist license.

e Education: 18 semester or 27 quarter hours of graded academic coursework; or
270 hours of seminars or workshops; or 540 hours of on-the-job training under the
supervision of a geologist licensed in the chosen specialty.

e Additional experience: At least five years of experience in the chosen specialty,
including three years under the supervision of a licensed geologist in the chosen
specialty.

e Examination: Pass the specialty examination for hydrogeology or engineering
geology.

Reciprocity is available for states or jurisdictions approved by the board, but applicants
must also pass the related specialty exam. Due to similar licensing requirements, active
licensees in Oregon or California can receive reciprocity without needing to pass the
related specialty exam.

Specialty exams are developed and approved by the Board.
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Figure 1. Totalissued geologist licenses by year, 2020 — 2024.
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Figure 1 shows the geologist profession to be stable and growing. The issued license
counts for the last five years have stayed relatively consistent with the median issued
number totaling 1,985. If we calculate the percentage change of issued licenses from 2020
to 2024, it shows a positive 26% growth increase in the number of licenses issued. This
26% increase over the last 5 years provides an expected estimated 5% growth per year.
This is greater than expected, with population growth of 1.8% and economic growth of 2-
2.5%. This suggests that the profession will continue to maintain positive growth
projections.

Table 5. Washington geologists’ active licenses by qualifications and age group, 2025.

Comity 0 24 49 38 26 12 149
Examination 21 360 329 196 53 17 976
Grand- 0 1 0 73 308 403 785
parenting

Reciprocity 0 0 35 92 57 27 211
Total by age 21 385 413 399 444 459 2121
group

Table 5 examines the age categories of our licensees and their route taken to licensure. We
found that:

e The most common path to licensure is through examination, representing 46% or
976 of our total licensees.
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e The next largest group of licensees qualified through grandparenting representing
37% or 785 licensees.

e Qualifications through reciprocity represent 10% or 211 licensees.
e Qualifications through comity represent 7% or 149 licensees.

The number of licensees for each age bracket suggests a healthy profession for the future.
The relative absence of licensees under 25 (1%) is an expected outcome due to stricter
geology licensing requirements for academics and experience, which take time to
accumulate. The remaining age brackets are very evenly distributed with 25-34 as the
lowest (18%) and over 65 as the highest (22%).

Like many professions, older geologists are most numerous, but the prevalence of ages
25-34 compared to ages 35-54 demonstrates a strong base of licensees for the years to
come, as seen in Figure 2. The limited number of licensees under 25 is attributed to the
higher education and experience requirements for the geologist license compared to other
professions. Prospective licensees under 25 are assumed to be gaining the necessary
education and experience.

Figure 2. Active geologist licensees by age distribution, 2025.

Geologist Licenses
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Figure 2 shows a stable age distribution for this profession. Like many professions, older

geologists are most numerous, but the prevalence of ages 25-34 compared to ages 35-54
demonstrates a strong base of licensees for the decades to come. The limited number of
licensees under 25 is attributed to the higher education and experience requirements for

the geologist license compared to other professions. Prospective licensees under 25 are

assumed to be gaining the necessary education and experience.
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Figure 3. Active geologist endorsement licenses by year, 2021 - 2024.

Active Geologist Endorsement Licenses by Year
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Figure 3 shows that hydrogeologists are the more commonly used specialty license in

Washington state.

Geologists state comparison
Figure 4. Geologist licenses by state, 2025.
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For the state comparison, we thoroughly examined the geologist license and specialty
licenses for Oregon, California, and Idaho because those states most closely resemble
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Washington in economic and geologic composition. All these states broadly follow the
guidelines established by the Association of State Boards of Geology (ASBOG) and are
therefore very similar in terms of their requirements and authorities.

One notable difference came in the examination of California’s specialty license for
geophysics as a distinct license from engineering geology. The agency examined this
geophysics specialty license and found that its knowledge base is encompassed in our
own engineering geology license. Through conversations with board staff, our geologists
board has previously considered making a geophysics specialty license distinct from
engineering geology, but ultimately determined that this distinction is unnecessary, and
our engineering geology specialty license satisfies the expertise expressed in California’s
geophysics specialty license.

Figure 5. Geologist annual license renewal cost state comparison, 2025.
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Figure 5 shows the best metric for comparing costs between states, the renewal cost per
year. Renewal cost was selected instead of the initial licensing fees because the cost of
exams cannot be accurately measured for other states. Some states include the exam fee
while others only require a passing score from an outside vendor where the exam fee will
vary. Washington’s renewal fees are higher than many states, but they are still significantly
lower than Oregon, which is the state of most direct comparison.
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Figure 6. States with continuing education requirements by hours per year, 2025.
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Figure 7 shows that only 11 out of 28 states require continuing education for a geologist
license. The board has previously discussed the possibility of requiring continuing
education and opted against it.

Geologists Listening Session Feedback

DOL held a listening session on December 17, 2024, which offered geologist licensees an
opportunity to provide feedback on the licensing process and help DOL staff identify
barriers to licensure. There was excellent turnout with 84 non-DOL attendees to the
session. Many participants, particularly members of the Association of Environmental and
Engineering Geologists (AEG), strongly supported the continuation of geologist licensure in
Washington. Licensure was regarded as essential for maintaining public safety,
environmental protection, and professional integrity.

There were several noteworthy points of discussion and feedback for the department.
Some attendees spoke about difficulties with the specialty exams. Other attendees
discussed the pros and cons of potentially adding a continuing education requirement to
the license, though there was no consensus in this regard. One point of agreement among
the attendees was that there is confusion and inconsistency regarding the scope of
practice for engineering geologists (LEGs) versus geotechnical engineers (PEs).
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Recommendations

First and foremost, the agency recommends the continuation of the geologist license to
ensure public safety and environmental protection.

The agency is presently working with the geologist board to update the WACs to resolve
several areas of confusion for licensees. The agency is also working with the board to
ensure the specialty license exams are up to date, accurately worded for comprehension,
and supported with meaningful study materials to prepare for it.
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Auctioneers

RCW 18.11.050 defines auction, auctioneer, and auction management company.

e Auction: “Atransaction conducted by means of exchanges between an auctioneer
and the members of his or her audience, constituting a series of invitations for
offers for the purchase of goods or real property made by the auctioneer, offers by
members of the audience, and the acceptance of the highest or most favorable
offer.”

e Auctioneer: “An individual who calls bids at an auction.”

e Auction company as: “A sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, or other legal
or commercial entity that sells or offers to sell goods at auction or arranges
sponsors or manages auctions. The term “auction company” shall exclude any sole
proprietorship... whose gross annual sales do not exceed twenty-five thousand

dollars.”

Table 6. Auctioneers’ and auction company five-year licensing breakdown by calendar
year, 2020 —2024.

2024 152 89 0 0 0
2023 118 70 0 0 0
2022 114 77 0 0 0
2021 117 63 0 0 0
2020 126 80 0 0 0

No licenses were revoked or penalized during this time. All complaints are processed and
responded to, whether they meet DOL’s jurisdiction requirements.

Table 7. Auctioneer program budget by fiscal year (FY), 2020 — 2024.

FY 2024 $70,677 $44,000
FY 2023 $45,000 $39,300
FY 2022 $45,000 $33,700
FY 2021 $71,850 $38,605
FY 2020 $71,850 $56,500

Between 2020 and 2024, expenditures for the Auctioneer program ranged from $45,000 to
$71,850 and revenue ranged from $33,700 to $56,500.
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Auctioneer regulatory review and analysis

Regulatory purpose and legislative history
Licensing for auctioneers began in 1982 with the passage of Substitute House Bill (SHB)

436, also known as the Auctioneer’s Licensing Act. Although the bill did not explicitly state
a purpose, the regulation of goods exchange suggests consumer protection is the primary
objective.

In 1986, the Auctioneer Registration Act expanded licensure to include auctioneer
companies, as well as clarifying several definitions and violations through the passage of
Substitute Senate Bill (SSB) 4779.

Auctioneers’ Statutory Authority
e Auctioneers, Chapter 18.11 RCW

e Regulation of auctioneers, Chapter 308-11 WAC

Table 8. 2025 Washington State auctioneer fees.

Auctioneer license $171
Auctioneer license renewal $171
Auctioneer license late renewal $281
Auction Company $281 each
Auction Company renewal $281
Auctioneer Company license renewal $281
Auctioneer Company license late renewal $391

Auctioneer and auction company licenses are both a one-year renewal cycle.

Auctioneer License
To become licensed as an auctioneer a person must:

e Be atleast 18 years of age or sponsored by a licensed auctioneer.
e File acompleted application.

e Beregistered with the department of revenue.

e Paythe registration fee.

e File a surety bond ($25,000).

¢ Not have prior convictions of forgery, embezzlement, fraud, theft, or similar crimes.
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There are several exceptions to the licensure requirements for auctioneers and auction
companies by the Department of Licensing including:

e Auctions conducted that are required by law.
e Auctions under public authority.

e Auctions conducted by a political organization or charity, if the auctioneer receives

no compensation.

e Auctions of livestock or agricultural products (regulated by another agency).
e Self-service storage auctions.

e Abandoned vehicle auctions.

Auction Management Company License

All the exceptions listed in the above section also apply. To become licensed and operate
as an auction company, they must:

e Sign a notarized statement on the application form that all auctioneers hired by the
company will be properly licensed.

e Beregistered by the department of revenue or secretary of state
e Paythe auction company fee.
e File a surety bond ($25,000).

e Not have prior convictions of forgery, embezzlement, fraud, theft, or similar crimes.

Figure 7. Total Issued Washington State auctioneer licenses by year, 2020 - 2024.
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Figure 7 shows an overall decline in licensees from 2021 — 2024, with a slight increase in
2024. The issued license counts for the last five years have stayed relatively consistent
with the median issued number totaling 118. If we calculate the percent change of issued
licenses from 2020 to 2024 shows a negative -17% growth in the number of licenses
issued.

Figure 8. Total issued Washington State auctioneer company licenses by year, 2020 -
2024.
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The licensing trend continued is Figure 8, with significant decreases in licensees from 2021
—2023 from 89 to 63, with a slightincrease in 2024 to 83 total issued. If we calculate the
percent change of issued licenses from 2020 to 2024, it shows a negative -10% growth in
the number of licenses issued. This -10% decrease over the last 5 years provides an
expected estimated 2% decline in growth per year.

Figure 9. Washington auctioneers’ active licenses by age distribution, 2025.
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Figure 9 examines the age distribution of our licenses:

e Largest group of licensees are between ages 55 and 64, at 45 total.

e The next largest group of licensees by age distribution is 65 and above, at 30 total.

Auctioneers state comparison

Figure 10. Auctioneers’ licenses by state, 2025.
Licensing by State
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Just over half of the states (26) in the nation do statewide licensing for auctioneers. Of the
states that do statewide licensing of auctioneers, 20 of them have regulatory or advisory
boards that oversee auctioneer licensing. In states where there is no state-wide licensing,
some of the larger cities and counties do some form of registration or licensing. There is

currently no regulation of auctioneers or auction houses at the federal level (National
Auction Association).
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Figure 11. Auctioneer prior education requirements by state, 2025.
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Of the states that do licensing, a majority require education beyond high school. This
typically involves requiring an auctioneering school diploma and/or an apprenticeship.
Washington has no listed educational requirements. Due to the lack of education
requirements, Washington licensees are not offered reciprocity in other states that do
licensing for auctioneers.

Table 9. Auctioneer state comparison table, 2025

Arizona No No None No N/A

California No No None No N/A

Maryland No No None No N/A

Massachussetts Yes No Auction School No $100
Diploma

New Jersey No No None No N/A

Oregon No No None No N/A

Virginia Yes Yes Auction School/ Yes $25
Field Experience

Washington Yes No None No $171

State Comparison Methodology

In the U.S., Washington state has the thirteenth largest population and ranks sixth for
median household income. As part of the regulatory review and analysis, we examined the
hours, training, experience, and fees required for licensure in states with similar
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populations and median household incomes. We used the 2023 U.S. Census data
estimates and 2022 American Community Survey public data sets.

Building on this state analysis, we also reviewed states with a similar combination of
population and median household income, including Arizona, California, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Oregon, and Virginia. Of these states, only Washington, Virginia, and
Massachusetts do statewide licensing. Washington has the highest licensing fee at $171
and is the only state of the three that does not require any education or experience beyond
high school.

Auctioneers Listening Session Feedback

DOL held a listening session on December 16, 2024, which offered auctioneer licensees an
opportunity to provide feedback on the licensing process and help DOL staff identify
barriers to licensure. There were 10 members of the public that attended the session.
Participants provided a variety of feedback on the process of licensing with DOL, including
multiple positive comments on the implementation of the online licensing system through
Secure Access Washington (SAW) and continued support of licensure, including one
licensee seeking continuation of licensure of auction companies.

There were three main concerns posed by licensees during the sessions. First, several
licensees commented on the lack of reciprocity between us and other states that license
auctioneers. Second, licensees found the bond requirement to be an unnecessary item for
licensure, as most do not handle money.

Recommendations

After reviewing the Auctioneer licensing program, we recommend terminating both the
auctioneer and auction company licenses.

Every other state that licenses auctioneers do not offer reciprocity for Washington
licensees. This creates a significant barrier for professionals both moving into and out of
the state of Washington. To come into line with other states, we would need to require
prior and ongoing education for licensing. Itis not clear to us that this would serve the
purpose of consumer protection and would create more barriers to licensure.

Washington is also the only state in the western United States that licenses auctioneers at
the state level. In addition, nearly all complaints processed through the Department of
Licensing are contractual disputes that are not in our jurisdiction.
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Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and
Permanent Cosmetics

The tattoo, body art, body piercing, and permanent cosmetics program includes individual
and location licenses. Individual licenses cover tattooing, body art, body piercing and
permanent cosmetics while location licenses cover shops, events, and mobile units. Each
license type has its own definition:

e Tattooing: to pierce or puncture the human skin with a needle or other instrument
for the purpose of implanting an indelible mark, or pigment, into the skin.

e Body art: the practice of invasive cosmetic adornment including the use of
branding and scarification also includes the intentional production of scars upon
the body.

e Body piercing: the process of penetrating the skin or mucous membrane to insert
an object, including jewelry, for cosmetic purposes also includes any scar tissue
resulting from or relating to the piercing.

e Permanent cosmetics: includes the application of permanent eyeliner, eyebrows,
lip liner, full lip color, and re-pigmentation using tattooing techniques of placing
pigment under the skin; it is a form of tattooing.

e Shops: a body art, body piercing, or tattooing shop or business.

e Events: atemporary location license to hold a body art, body piercing, or tattooing
convention or event in the state of Washington; must meet the same requirements
for a location license as defined under RCW 18.300.010.

e Mobile Units: a location license under this chapter where the practice of body art,
body piercing, or tattooing is conducted in a mobile structure; must conform to the
health and safety standards as defined under chapter 18.300 RCW.

Table 10. Tattoo, body Art, body piercing and permanent cosmetics five-year licensing
breakdown by calendar year, 2020 — 2024.

2024 5425 8 0 0
2023 5120 9 1 1
2022 4639 2 0 0
2021 4471 2 0 0
2020 3629 1 0 0

AUGUST 2025 24



2023 had the highest number of fines, revocations, and denials. 2024 issued the
most licenses, while 2020 issued the least.

During the five-year period between 2020 and 2024, there were a total of 22 fines, 1
revocation, and 1 denial between individual and location licenses. 2 of the penalties were
for misrepresentation and the rest were for unlicensed activity. All complaints are
processed and responded to, whether they meet the department’s jurisdiction
requirements or not.

Table 11. Tattoo, body art, body piercing and permanent cosmetics program budget by
fiscalyear (FY), 2020 - 2024.

FY 2024 $748,500 $1,701,500
FY 2023 $385,500 $1,600,000
FY 2022 $330,000 $ 1,255,000
FY 2021 $315,000 $1,243,000
FY 2020 $315,000 $1,071,000

Fiscal year 2021 had the least amount of revenue. Fiscal years 2020 and 2021 had the least
amount of expenditure. Fiscal year 2024 had the highest amount of revenue and
expenditure.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics
regulatory review and analysis

Regulatory purpose and legislative history
The licenses for individuals and locations were created after Substitute Senate Bill 5391

passed during the 2009 legislative session. The legislature found and declared the
practices of body piercing, tattooing, and other forms of body art involve an invasive
procedure with the use of needles, sharps, instruments, and jewelry. These practices may
be dangerous when improper sterilization techniques are used, presenting a risk of
infecting the client with bloodborne pathogens including, but not limited to, HIV, hepatitis
B, and hepatitis C. The license was created in the best interest of public health, safety, and
welfare to establish requirements in the commercial practice of these activities in this
state.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics Statutory
Authority
Individual and location licensing is authorized through the following laws and rules:

e Body Art, Body Piercing and Tattooing — Chapter 18.300 RCW
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e Body Art, Body Piercing, and Tattooing Rules — Chapter 308-22 WAC

e Body Art, Body Piercing, Electrology and Tattooing Standards for Sterilization

Procedures and Infection Control — Chapter 246-145 WAC

Table 12. 2025 Washington State tattoo, body art, body piercing and permanent cosmetics

fees.
Fee Title Fee Type Fee Amount
Application Individual license $275
Renewal Individual license $275
Late renewal fee Individual license $110
Reinstatement Individual license $275

Application Location licenses $330 per location
Renewal Location licenses $330 per location
Late renewal fee Location licenses $110
Reinstatement Location licenses $330

Add a location Location licenses $330

Change a location Location licenses No fee

License Print Fee Miscellaneous $5.00

This chart contains application, renewal, late renewal, and reinstatement fees for
individual and location licenses.

WAC 308-22-050, Fees’, have been adjusted once since legislation was passed in 2009.
The original fees were filed on July 1, 2010, Washington State Register WSR 10-14-074. The
current fees were filed on October 21, 2022, WSR 22-22-022. Individual license costs for
original applications and renewals increased from $250 to $275 while the late renewal
penalty fee decreased from $350 to $110. Shop, mobile unit, and event license costs for
original applications and renewals increased from $300 to $330 while the late renewal
penalty fee decreased from $400 to $110.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics Individual
Licenses

Individual licenses cover tattoo, body art, body piercing, and permanent cosmetics. To
obtain an individual license, applicants must complete the application and pay a fee in
addition to the following:
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e Beatleast 18 yearsold.

e Have an active bloodborne pathogens certificate.
The renewal period for individual licenses is one year. To renew an individual license,
applicants must complete the application and pay a fee. A bloodborne pathogens

certificate is not required for renewal, even if the original certificate has expired.
Reciprocity is not offered.

Figure 12. Total issued Washington State tattoo artists licenses by year, 2020 — 2024.
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Total issued tattoo artist licenses has been increasing every calendar year. It has grown
113% over the last 5 calendar years.

Figure 12 shows the tattoo artist profession to be stable and growing. The issued license
counts for the last five years have increased dramatically. If we calculate the percent
change of issued licenses from 2020 to 2024, it shows a positive 113% growth increase in
the number of licenses issued. This is greater than expected with population growth of
1.8% and economic growth of 2-2.5% and suggests that the profession will continue to
demonstrate growth.
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Figure 13. Total issued Washington State body piercing licenses by year, 2020 — 2024.
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Totalissued body piercing licenses have been increasing every calendar year. It has grown
52% over the last 5 calendar years.

Figure 13 shows the tattoo artist profession to be stable and growing. Issued license
counts have seen a steady increase, with an average of 13% per year for the last five years.
If we calculate the percent change of issued licenses from 2020 to 2024 show a positive
52% growth increase in the number of licenses issued. This is greater than expected with
population growth of 1.8% and economic growth of 2-2.5% and suggests that the
profession will continue to maintain positive growth.
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Figure 14. Total issued Washington State permanent cosmetics licenses by year, 2020 —
2024.
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Totalissued permanent cosmetics licenses has been declining every calendar year for the
last 4 years. It has decreased —-8% over the last 5 calendar years.

Figure 14 shows the permanent cosmetic profession had a single year increase of 26%
between 2020 and 2021, however has been steadily declining below 2020 totals. Overall,
the license has seen a decrease of -8% in the last 5 calendar years. This is less than
expected with population growth of 1.8% and economic growth of 2-2.5% and suggests
that the profession will continue to decline. However, based on professional requirements,
permanent cosmetic artists may be transitioning to the more expansive tattoo license,
which has seen a great increase.
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Figure 15. Total issued Washington State body art licenses by year, 2020 — 2024.
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Total issued body art licenses have been increasing every calendar year over the last 4
years. It has grown 25% over the last 5 calendar years.

Figure 15 shows the body art profession had a slight decrease of licensees between 2020
and 2021, however has been steadily increasing to beyond 2020 issued totals of 20
licenses to 25 licenses. Overall, the license has seen a 25% increase in the last 5 calendar
years. This is on pace with the expected populations growth of 1.8% and economic growth
of 2-2.5% and suggests that the profession will continue to maintain positive growth within
the small licensing base.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics Location
Licenses

Location licenses cover shops, mobile units, and events. To obtain a location license, the
applicant must complete the application and pay a fee in addition to the following:

e Have an outside entrance separate from any rooms used for sleeping or residential
purposes.

e Have adequate toilet facilities for the use of customers located in or adjacent to the
shop or business.

e Notuse any room, except toilet facilities, for both residential and business
purposes.
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e Meet the zoning requirements of the county, city, or town where the business is
located.

e Have safe storage and labeling for all equipment and substances.
e Meetlocal and state fire codes.

e Have at least $100,000 in public liability insurance for combined bodily injury and
property damage.

e Beregistered with DOR.

The renewal period for location licenses is one year. To renew a location license,
applicants must complete the application and pay a fee.

Figure 16. Total issued Washington State artist shop licenses by year, 2020 - 2024.
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Totalissued artist shop licenses have been increasing every calendar year. It has grown
31% over the last 5 calendar years.

Figure 16 shows the tattoo artist shop licenses stable and growing. The issued license
counts for the last five years have seen a steady increase with an average of 8% per year. If
we calculate the percent change of issued licenses from 2020 to 2024 show a positive 31%
growth increase in the number of licenses issued.
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Figure 17. Total issued Washington State artist event licenses by year, 2020 — 2024.
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Totalissued artist event licenses have been increasing every calendar year. It has grown
460% over the last 5 calendar years.

Figure 17 shows the most recent license added, the artist event license started in 2021.
The issued license counts have seen a 460% increase over the last 5 calendar years, from
5in 2021 to 28in 2024.

Figure 18. Total issued Washington State artist mobile unit licenses by year, 2020 — 2024.
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Total issued Artist Mobile Unit licenses have been increasing every calendar year. It has
grown 166% over the last 5 calendar years.
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Figure 18 shows the issued mobile unit licenses stable and growing, despite a decrease
from 2021 to 2022 that self-corrected in 2023. If we calculate the percent change of issued
licenses from 2020 to 2024, it shows a positive 166% growth increase in the number of
licenses issued over the last 5 calendar years.

Figure 19. Total issued tattoo, body art, body piercing and permanent cosmetics
active licenses by age distribution, 2025.
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Ages 65 and above have the least number of active licensees while between the ages of 25
and 34 has the most active licenses.

Figure 19 examines the age distribution of our tattoo, body art, body piercing and
permanent cosmetics active licenses:

e Mostlicensees are between ages 25 and 34;1930 total.

e The next largest group of licensees is between ages 35 and 44; 1734 total.

e Licensing numbers declined for ages 45 and above.
To explore this further with the exponentialincrease in licensure in the last five years,
Figure 20 shows us the active years of licensure by age group. Looking at this we can see

that licensees between the ages of 25 and 34 have contributed the most to the five-year
increase in licensing:

e 83% have less than 5 years’ experience; 1423 total.
e 14% have 5to 10 years’ experience; 245 total.

e .03% have 10to 20 years’ experience; 47%.

To compare this to the rest of the licensing base:
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e 70% of total licensees have less than 5 years’ experience; 3204 total.
e 18% have 5to 10 years’ experience; 797 total.

e 12% have 10 to 20 years’ experience, 541 total.

Figure 20. Washington State Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics
active years of licensure by age group, 2025.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics
Active Years of Licensure by Age Group
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Age grouping between 25 and 34 years, had the most licenses with less than 5 years’
experience. Between 35 to 44 years had the most licenses with 5 to 10 years’ experience
and 10 to 20 years’ experience. 65 and above has the least number of licenses with less
than 5 years and 5 to 10 years’ experience. Less than 25 had no licenses with 10 to 20
years’ experience.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics State
Comparison
When we reviewed all 50 states we found:

e 25 states license tattoo artists.

e 22 states license body piercing artists.

e 25 states license permanent cosmetics artists.

e 13 states license branding and/or scarification artists.
e 26 states license establishments / locations.

e 7 states have a board or commission.

e 15 states offer atemporary or guest license.
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Table 14. Tattoo, body art, body piercing and permanent cosmetics licensure state
comparison table, 2025.

Arizona No No No No No
California No No No No No
Maryland No No No No No
Massachusetts No No No No No
New Jersey No No No No No
Oregon Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Virginia Yes Yes Yes No Yes
Washington Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Oregon, Virginia, and Washington license at the state level. Arizona, California, Maryland,
Massachusetts, and New Jersey do not regulate licensure at the state level.

Table 15. Tattoo, body art, body piercing and permanent cosmetics state comparison
table, 2025.

Oregon Yes Yes Yes Yes
Virginia Yes Yes Yes Yes
Washington No No No No

Oregon and Virginia both have a board or commission, a temporary license, an exam, and
continuing education credits while Washington doesn’t have any.
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Table 16. Tattoo, body art, body piercing and permanent cosmetics fee state comparison,

2025.

Oregon

Virginia
Washington

Application
Tattoo: $50

body piercing
(specialty,
levels 1 and 2):
$50.

body piercing

(standard): $50.

Body piercing
(earlobe only):
$25

Original
issuance of
license
Tattoo: $50

body piercing
(specialty,
levels 1 and 2):
$50.

body piercing

(standard): $50.

Body piercing
(earlobe only):
$25

$105
$275

Application
Facility: $100

Mobile Facility: $100
Event Facility: $100
Original issuance of
license

Facility: $150

Mobile Facility: $150
Event Facility
(dependent on

number of booths):
$725-$3,625

$190
$330

Washington has the highest fee amounts.

1year

2 years
1year

Online
Renewals
Tattoo: $45

body piercing
(standard):
$45.

Body piercing

(earlobe only):

$20

Over the
counter or
Mail
Renewals
Tattoo: $50

body piercing
(standard):
$50.

Body piercing

(earlobe only):

$25

Body piercing
(specialty,

levels 1 and 2):

$50

$105
$275

Online Renewals
Body Art Facility:
$125

Mobile Facility:
$125

Over the counter
or Mail Renewals
Body Art Facility:
$150

Mobile Facility:
$150

$190
$330

e 25 statesrequire a bloodborne pathogens certificate to get an individual license.

e 11 states require bloodborne pathogens training in continuing education credits to

renew a license.

Apprenticeships or training programs are required in 13 states for various body art license

classifications. Some apprenticeships require training hours, some require a certain
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number of procedures, and others require a combination of the two. States also have a
specified time length for their apprenticeships.

Tattoo training hours range from 200-1,500 and 50-150 procedures. Body piercing training
hours range from 300-1,500 and 16-300 procedures. Body art training hours range from
300-400 and 50 procedures. Permanent cosmetics training hours range from 100-400 and
50-75 procedures

State Comparison Methodology

In the U.S., Washington state has the thirteenth largest population and ranks sixth for
median household income. As part of the regulatory review and analysis, we examined the
hours, training, experience, and fees required for licensure in states with similar
populations and median household incomes. We used the 2023 U.S. Census data
estimates and 2022 American Community Survey public data sets.

Building on this state analysis, we also reviewed states with a similar combination of
population and median household income, including Arizona, California, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Oregon, and Virginia.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics
Listening Session Feedback

We invited licensees to listening sessions to get feedback on the licensing process and to
help identify barriers and other issues people face with licensure in Washington state.
Listening sessions were held for tattoos, body art and body piercing, and permanent
cosmetics. We had around 30 attendees in the tattoo session, and about 5 attendees
each in the body art and body piercing session and the permanent cosmetics session.

There were a few common themes throughout all 3 of the listening sessions. Attendees
wanted higher standards to become licensed like regulated apprenticeships. They want a
temporary license option for artists traveling to Washington to work for temporary periods
of time. There used to be an informal board, and attendees would like to see that again to
help advise on regulation and rule updates. Attendees were excited about the conversation
and the opportunity to speak with DOL.

Tattoo, Body Art, Body Piercing and Permanent Cosmetics
Recommendations

The Department recommends modifying the tattoo, body art, body piercing, and
permanent cosmetics program. A work group with DOL staff and industry professionals
should be formed to:
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e Draftagency requested legislation to update the Revised Code of Washington
(RCW).

e Beginrulemaking to update Washington Administrative Code (WAC).
e Create atemporary license.
e Coordinate with Labor and Industries (L&l) to develop an apprenticeship program.

Agency requested legislation should be drafted and rulemaking should begin to update
identified RCWs and WACs, to require bloodborne pathogens certificates for license
renewals, and allow for temporary licenses.

Bloodborne pathogens certificates are only active for 1 year. Nearly half of states that
license the tattoo industry require continuing education credits that are, or are similar to,
bloodborne pathogens training. In Washington, active bloodborne pathogens certificates
are only required to get an initial license. They are not required to renew a license. Active
bloodborne pathogens certificates should be required to renew a license to ensure
licensees are up to date on the latest information.

Atemporary, or guest, license should be added to the program for individuals who want to
work in Washington temporarily for conventions, expositions, or guest spots. Temporary
licenses were popular among licensees and were mentioned by SMEs as well. Other
program areas offer temporary licenses.

An apprenticeship program should be developed in coordination with LNI, as LNI oversees
apprenticeships. Licensees and SMEs want more training opportunities for individual
licensees. Apprenticeships offer hands-on training opportunities and teaching in best
infection control practices. They also offer apprentices the chance to earn a salary while
being trained.

With the creation of an apprenticeship program, we also recommend a reciprocity option
for out-of-state licensees be created.
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Definitions

BPD: The Washington State Department of Licensing Business and Professional Licensing
Division
Comity: The process of which the department of licensing acting on behalf of the state of

Washington acknowledges all or portions of similar licensure laws of another state and
voluntarily provides licensure for the state of Washington.

DOL: The Washington State Department of Licensing

Reciprocity: A reciprocal agreement between the department of licensing acting on behalf
of the state of Washington and another state. The primary purpose of this agreement s to
mutually recognize the education and or experience that a licensee has obtained through
another state to accept licensure.
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