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Hull Identification Number (HIN)
Display Instructions

Two identical hull identification numbers are required to be displayed on each boat hull. The characters of each 
hull identification number must be no less than 1/4 inch high.

Each hull identification number must be carved, burned, stamped, embossed, molded, bonded, or otherwise 
permanently affixed to the boat so that alteration, removal, or replacement would be obvious. If the number is 
on a separate plate, the plate must be fastened in such a manner that its removal would normally cause some 
scarring of or damage to the surrounding hull area. A hull identification number must not be attached to parts of 
the boat that are removable.

A.	The	primary	hull	identification	number	must	be	affixed	as	follows:

• On boats with transoms, to the starboard outboard side of the transom within two inches of the top of the
transom, gunwale, or hull/deck joint, whichever is lowest.

• On boats without transoms or on boats on which it would be impractical to use the transom, to the
starboard outboard side of the hull, aft, within one foot of the stern and within two inches of the top of the
hull side, gunwale or hull/deck joint, whichever is lowest.

• On catamarans and pontoon boats which have readily replaceable hulls, to the aft crossbeam within one
foot of the starboard hull attachment.

• If the hull identification number would not be visible, because of rails, fittings, or other accessories, the
number must be affixed as near as possible to the location specified in the illustration below.

B.	The	duplicate	hull	identification	number	must	be	affixed	in	an	unexposed	location	on	the	interior	of
the boat	or	beneath	a	fitting	or	item	of	hardware.

The original HIN should be removed, 
covered up or otherwise defaced/
obliterated from the vessel’s hull before 
displaying the revised HIN.

The new HIN should be molded or affixed 
at this location with characters no less 
than 1/4 inch in height.
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* Key to month production for model year format

A-January E-May I-September
B-February F-June J-October
C-March G-July K-November
D-April H-August L-December
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